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G. Philipp Telemann (1681-1767)

Concerto in C major for Recorder, TWV 51:C1
I. Allegretto

Il.  Allegro

Ill.  Andante

IV.  Tempo di Minue

Giuseppe Tartini (1692-1770)

Violin Sonata in G minor “Devil‘s Trill”
I.  Larghetto affettuoso

Il.  Allegro moderato

Ill.  Andante

IV.  Allegro assai-Andante-Allegro assai

Paul Juon (1872-1940)

Silhouettes, Book 1, No.1-3
No.1 Idyll
No.2 Douleur

No.3 Bizarrerie

Chienhui Hung & Oliver Waespi

Little Jubilee Suite (commissioned work, world premiere)

Intermission

Fabian Miiller (b.1964)
Fantasia folcloristica *Asian premiere

Ernest Bloch (1880-1959)

Concerto grosso No. 1 (arranged for string quintet & piano by Fabian Miiller)
. Prelude

Il. Dirge

lll. Pastorale and Rustic Dances

IV.  Fugue
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Preface & Program Note

With this year‘s anniversary of the ,Swiss Music Night“ concerts, we can look
back on ten successful and fruitful years of musical exchange between Taiwan
and Switzerland. Since 2013, outstanding musicians and composers from both
countries have engaged in a wonderful dialogue, which ultimately resulted in
unforgettable concert experiences for both the musicians themselves and the
audience. The collaboration with countless distinguished musicians from both
countries will continue this year as well. Two of Switzerland‘s most successful
cultural ambassadors, the young violinist Sebastian Bohren and the world-re-
nowned virtuoso on the recorder, Maurice Steger, will play together with my wife,
the cellist Pi-Chin Chien, founder and artistic director of the Swiss Music Night,
as well as the highly esteemed violinist Jimmy Chih-Chang Hsueh and selected
musicians from Taiwan, in a program that embodies this exchange.

Maurice Steger will perform the beloved baroque concerto by Georg Philipp Te-
lemann, and Sebastian Bohren will present the virtuoso Devil‘s Trill Sonata by
Giuseppe Tartini to the Taiwanese audience. However, in a newly arranged ver-
sion with string ensemble. In the past Swiss Music Night concerts, contemporary
works were always present. We fondly remember the wonderful chamber music
piece that we commissioned from Huang-Long Pan and that was premiered by
Swiss musicians at the Swiss Music Night in 2015. The exchange between Taiwa-
nese music and Swiss performers, and vice versa, has always been most import-
ant to us. For this year‘s anniversary concert, we have given the special task to
the Taiwanese composer Chienhui Hung and the Swiss composer Oliver Waespi
to write a piece based on a Taiwanese and a Swiss folk song each. The two songs
are Diu Diu Dang, as well as one of the most famous Swiss folk songs ,,Lueget vo
Berge und Tal“ (Look from the valley and mountains). The special instrumentation
for recorder, two violins, and cello is a delightful challenge. We are excited and
look forward to this two world premieres!

Maurice Steger’s art has been my admiration as an exceptional virtuoso for many
years. So, | was very pleased, when he together with the Zurich Chamber Or-
chestra commissioned me to write a piece based on old traditional Swiss folk
dances. Maurice Steger found in an old manuscript four dances from the south of
Switzerland that he particularly liked. Their origins are the Italian and Romansh-
speaking regions. As a result | wrote an enjoyable musical journey titled ,,Fantasia
folcloristica“ for recorder and string orchestra based on these four dances. The
first part is based on a Rondo from 1804, followed by a traditional Mazurka from
Ticino. The third theme is a straight-measure dance from Engadin. This dance
leads finally into a virtuoso Polka from the Italian-speaking part of Switzerland
and to a fast and brilliant finale.

Swiss late romantic composer Paul Juon was born in Russia as the son of Swiss
emigrated confectioners. However, he spent most of his life as a composition
teacher in Berlin before returning to his native Switzerland for his final years. He
died in 1940 in Vevey, in the french part of Switzerland. He can be considered

the most important and gifted Swiss composer of the late Romantic period. He
was very successful during lifetime, and was widely respected as professor for
composition. So, it seems strange that after his death he became almost forgot-
ten. Twenty years ago, my wife Pi-Chin Chien, who always enjoys researching
unknown valuable repertoire, discovered his cello concerto, triple concerto, and
cello sonata in a library in French-speaking Switzerland, and then realized the
world-premiere recordings on CD of all of them. Her recordings, as well as nume-
rous performances of his chamber music, contributed greatly to his rediscovery.
Juon was also frequently featured at past Swiss Music Night events, including in
2016 with the Triple Concerto ,Episodes Concertantes”, with Chen Pi-Hsien on
piano, Willi Zimmermann on violin, my wife on cello and the NTSO conducted by
Swiss conductor Kaspar Zehnder. Therefore, he may not be absent from this an-
niversary concert. The Silhouettes for two violins and piano, composed in 1899,
wonderfully reflect the various facets of this composer, his talent for beautiful,
lyrical melodic inventions, his love of dance rhythms, his temperament, and his
humor. As a great admirer of his music, | have made various transcriptions of his
works. For this anniversary, Sebastian Bohren and Jimmy Chih-Chang Hsueh will
perform the premiere of three of the six Silhouettes transcribed for two violins and
piano, titled, ,Idylle“, ,Douleur,“ and ,Bizzarerie®.

Although | grew up in Zurich, my real hometown is Lengnau, a small community in
the north of Switzerland. And through our marriage, this place also became fun-
nily the hometown of my wife Pi-Chin Chien. Somehow Lengnau is quite famous,
because it was the oldest Jewish settlement in Switzerland, and many Jewish
families worldwide have a connection to this small Swiss village. The Swiss-Ame-
rican composer Ernest Bloch also had a connection to it. Although he grew up
in Geneva and worked in French-speaking Switzerland until his emigration to
America at the age of 36, his family originally came from Lengnau. He never forgot
his Swiss roots even in his exile in America, and they are reflected in several of
his works. For example, his Concerto Grosso No. 1 features memories of Swiss
folk song melodies in the 3rd movement ,Pastorale and Rustic Dances,“ and
even an alpine horn melody is involved. So this work fits wonderfully with the
10th anniversary of the Swiss Music Night, as it reflects the stylistic diversity that
has always been important to us in our programs. In addition to classical music,
the Swiss Music Night- concerts in 2018 and 19 were entirely dedicated to folk
music. Even two alpine horns travelled to Taiwan.

Ernest Bloch's magnificent Concerto Grosso No. 1 for string orchestra with piano
obbligato is in the tradition of the Baroque Concerto Grossi and alternates bet-
ween orchestral and soloistic passages. The four movements are titled ,,Prelude®,
»Dirge“, ,Pastorale and Rustic Dances", and ,Fugue“. The very original combi-
nation of traditional and modern elements makes it a timeless and beloved mas-
terpiece that is still often performed today.



Taiwan and Switzerland are both small countries with many similarities, starting
with their common impressive and beautiful mountainous landscapes. Despite
their small size, both offer a great diversity and richness of culture. The opportu-
nities for cultural exchange are limitless, and so, we hope for many more years of
wonderful musical dialogues between our two homelands.

When celebrating an anniversary, it is always a moment to express gratitude, as
this musical exchange over the past ten years was only made possible thanks to
the great support of numerous people. We are very grateful that the TOSI offered
its hand when we started with this idea in 2013, and for the support throughout
the years. We owe a great debt of gratitude to our financial supporters in Taiwan
as well as in Switzerland, who enabled this cultural exchange through their trust
and generous help. To realize such concerts is always a great task. Although we
regularly visit Taiwan, my wife and | primarily reside in Switzerland. Since 2018
our highly capable and reliable project-manager in Taiwan, Esther Huang, helps
us to realize these concerts. She deserves a huge thank you. We are also very
grateful to the numerous musicians who were enthusiastic for our ideas, as well
as for the fruitful collaborations with music institutions and orchestras in Taiwan,
such as the Academy of Taiwan Strings, NTSO and TNNUA. Lastly, it is our wish
to express our heartfelt thanks to the audience for their interest in our concerts.
Bringing joy and enriching everyday life is the great privilege of music, and we
look forward to a future that continues to open many doors for cultural exchange
between Switzerland and Taiwan.

Fabian Mdiller
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Fabian Miller - composer (switzerland)

Avrtistic director Swiss Music Night

Fabian Miiller is one of the leading Swiss composers of his genera-
tion. His works were premiered by great musicians of our time such
as Sir Roger Norrington, David Zinman. etc. and were heard in the
prestigious halls of the world. He got commissions from the Lucerne
Festival, the Interlaken Music Festival, Cully Classique or the Vestfold
Festspillene in Norway, and his works were performed at the Festi-
val in France, Colorado and Argentina. In 1996 he won the compo-
sition prize at the Aspen Music Festival (Jacob Druckman Award for
Orchestral Composition). 2006 he received for his work until to date
an award from the canton of Zurich. And in 2012 he was awarded
the «Zollikon Art Prize». Fabian Muller is one of the nominees for the
Swiss Music Award 2016 of the Federal Office for Culture of Switzer-
land. In December 2021, his opera “Eiger” was premiered, based on
a libretto by the Swiss writer Tim Krohn and commissioned by the
Biel-Solothurn Theater in Switzerland.

In addition to his work as a composer, he is interested in folk music.
For ten years (1991-2002), he worked on the publication of the Han-
ny Christen Collection, a ten-volume folk music anthology with over
10,000 tunes from the 19th century.
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Commissioned Work \/
Little Jubilee Suite (world premiere)
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Chienhui Hung - composer (taiwan)

Hung, Chienhui is the composer in residence of the JU Percussion
Group. She studied composition with Ma, Shiu-Long and Lu, Yen while
studying percussion with Ju, Tzong-Ching and Kuo, Kwang-Yuan.

Hung furthered her studies in France from 1987 to 1995. She stud-
ied composition with Yoshihisa Taira and received Diplome Superieur
of Composition. Hung has studied composition with Alain Bancquart
and Paul Mefano as well.

In November 1997, Hung presented All Hung‘s Music in concert at
the National Concert Hall. Her composition ,,Les Douze Lunes Du Ser-
pent“ (2001) was a collaborative project with the French composer
Francois Bernard Mache. The work, commissioned by Les Percus-
sions de Strasbourg, was premiered at Les 38e Rugissants in Greno-
ble, France in 2001. The composition ,Mulan® (2010 and 2013) was a
successful integration of percussion and Beijing Opera and tap dance
which created a new performing style — Percussion theatre and took
the percussion to a new high level. ,Mulan® was invited to perform
at the Chekov International Arts Festival in Moscow, Russia in 2017.
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,Jubilee Suite”

Chienhui Hungs note
Commissioned by the Swiss Music Night, my composition is an ad-
aptation of the Taiwanese ballad ,,DiuDiuDeng“ and the Swiss ballad
sLueget vo Barge und Tal“, combining the two beautifully melodic but
very different styles of the two ballads into a piece for recorder, two
violins and cello.

The idea is simple: imagine an old steam train departing slowly with
the recorder blowing the whistle. The familiar melody of ,,DiuDiuDeng*
is played by the recorder while the the strings play the sound of the
train running on the railroad tracks; as the train moves slowly into
the beautiful Swiss mountains, the melody of ,Lueget vo Barge und
Tal“ is softly sung by the cello, and in the distance, you can hear the
voice of ,Yodeling“ drifting through the mountains and forests; finally,
the melody of ,,DiuDiuDeng* is recreated in a lively way by a rotating
pattern, and the journey ends in a dreamy way!
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Oliver Waespi — composer (switzerland)

Oliver Waespi studied composition as well as conducting and film
music at the Hochschule fir Musik und Theater Zurich and completed
his studies at the Royal Academy of Music in London. His music is
performed by numerous renowned symphony orchestras, chamber
ensembles, soloists, choirs, symphonic wind orchestras and brass
bands all around the world.

His music was featured at the George Enescu-Festival, the Gstaad
Menuhin Festival, the «<Hear and Now»-concert series of the BBC,
CBDNA Conferences, Swiss National Band Conventions, several
WASBE World Conferences and European Brass Band Champion-
ships and many other concerts and festivals all around the world.
Oliver Waespi received numerous awards, including the Internation-
al George EnescuComposition Prize in 2003, the London Fellowship
awarded by the Landis&Gyr Cultural Foundation in 2005/20086, a prize
at the 2009 Uuno Klami Composing Competition in Finland, compo-
sition grants of the Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia and the Dutch
Eduard van Beinum Foundation, the 2011 Composition Prize of the
Swiss Federation of Orchestras, the 2013 NBA Revelli Award in the
USA, the 2014 Stephan Jaeggi-Preis or the 2015 International BUMA
Brass Award in the Netherlands.
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,Jubilee Suite”

Oliver Waespis note
Commissioned by the Swiss Music Night festival in Taiwan, this piece
is based on two folk songs, set one after another. The first song, “Lu-
egid vo Berg und Tal”, is one of Switzerland’s most popular songs.
It depicts a sunset in the mountains and simultaneously carries a
comforting yet deeply melancholic character. This tension is being
reflected in the piece by some sort of “chiaro-oscuro”, an oscillation
between luminous and darker harmonic fields.

On a quite different note, the second folk song, “Diu Diu Dang” from
Taiwan, has an upbeat feel to itself and tells the story of water drops
falling on a train in a tunnel. Right from the beginning, this section is
characterized by vigorous motion, often taking on the form of distinct
grooves. In between, the melody of the song appears in more lyrical
colors before the piece concludes with pulsating rhythms and virtu-
0so gestures.
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Maurice Steger | recorder A=

It is not surprising that he is called ,Paganini“, ,wizard“, ,the world‘s
leading recorder player or an ,electrifying and inspiring conductor”.
In order to live up to such high expectations, one requires not only
astonishing technique, but also charisma, intellect, and a special sen-
sitivity for the music. Maurice Steger has been proving all of this to
his audiences, inspiring with his intense tone and unstoppable energy
in various concert formats all over the world. As a soloist, conductor,
or both at once, he regularly performs with the top period instrument
ensembles, such as the Akademie flir Alte Musik Berlin, La Cetra Ba-
roque Orchestra Basel, Venice Baroque Orchestra. He also performs
with leading modern orchestras such as the Zurich Chamber Orches-
tra, the Frankfurt Radio Symphony, the Canadian Violons du Roy, the
Munich Chamber Orchestra. He dedicates himself to a continuously
updated repertoire of Early music. Also, he is available for experimen-
tal or new formations. He was the first recorder player from the West
to perform with the Traditional Taipei Chinese Orchestra.
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Sebastian Bohren | violin

Sebastian Bohren is a violinist who, as both concerto soloist and
chamber musician, strikes a distinctive balance in his interpretations
and his choice of repertoire, which favours the Classical and early
Romantic eras, the 20th century and the present day. The Suddeut-
sche Zeitung has described Sebastian Bohren as ‘one of the most
serious-minded, forthright musicians of his generation’. He regu-
larly makes concerto appearances with orchestras such as the the
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, NDR Radiophilharmonie,
Sinfonieorchester Basel, Luzerner Sinfonieorchester, Orchestra del-
la Svizzera italiana, Miinchener Kammerorchester. Sebastian Bohren
was born in 1987 and trained with Jens Lohmann, Robert Zimansky
and Zakhar Bron in Zurich, before studying with Igor Karsko in Lu-
cerne and Ingolf Turban at the University of Music and Performing
Arts Munich. He plays a 1761 violin made in Parma by Giovanni Bat-
tista Guadagnini, the ‘Ex-Wanamaker-Hart’.
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Pi-Chin Chien | cello

Artistic director Swiss Music Night

Pi-Chin Chien is a sought-after, internationally active soloist and
chamber musician. She has performed in major concert venues
around the world, including New York‘s Carnegie Hall and Lincoln
Center, Philharmonie Berlin and Tonhalle Zurich. She appears as a
soloist on recordings with the Philharmonia Orchestra London and
the Zurich Chamber Orchestra under the direction of David Zinman,
Ruben Gazarian and Wen-Pin Chien. Pi-Chin Chien has performed
and recorded world premieres of a number of violoncello concertos
and chamber music works, including several compositions dedicated
to her. She performed at the Kaiser-Otto Medal award ceremony in
honour of the late former German President Richard von Weizsacker,
and in 2016, already for the second time, at the renowned concert
series at Taiwan’s Presidential Palace on invitation of the President
of Taiwan.
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Jimmy Chih-Chang Hsueh | violin

Jimmy Hsueh is currently assistant professor at the Taipei National
University of the Arts. He holds an Artist Diploma from Hochschule
fir Musik Detmold in Germany, where he served as the second vi-
olin principal in the Landestheater Detmold and the first violin in
Klassische Philharmonie Bonn during his studies. He has also held
positions as the assistant concertmaster of the Macao Orchestra,
concertmaster of the National Taiwan Symphony Orchestra, con-
certmaster and chamber musician of Taiwan Connection Festival Or-
chestra, and concertmaster of Kaohsiung Symphony Orchestra. As
a soloist, he has collaborated with many orchestras. Jimmy Hsueh
has released several recordings, including ,Bach’s 3 Solo Partita“ and
»1aiwan Pure String - Dancing Strings“. In Spring 2017, he gave re-
citals in Kaohsiung and Taipei, featuring the complete Paganini 24
caprices in the program, alongside a book publication titled ,Begin
with Open String - Simple Essence of Sound Production, Practicing,
and Performance®.
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Chen-Hung Ho | viola

Following his graduation from the National Taiwan Acadamy of Arts,
Chen-Hung Ho went to France to further his studies at the Ecole Nor-
male de Musique de Paris and the Conservatoire National Supérieur
de Musique et de Danse de Paris. Ho has also appeared as solo-
ist with orchestras such as the Taipei Symphony Orchestra, Taipei
Philharmonic Orchestra, Academy of Taiwan Strings, Taipei Centu-
ry Symphony Orchestra, Voice of Spring Symphony Orchestra and
LongTan Philharmonic Orchestra. Now he is the Principal Violist of the
Taipei Symphony Orchestra and Associate Professor at the National
Taipei University of Arts, the National Taipei University of Education,
the University of Taipei, the National Taiwan University of Arts, the Fu-
Jen Catholic University, the New Taipei Municipal New Taipei Senior
High School.
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Yi-Hsuan Chiu | double bass

Taiwanese double bassist Yi-Hsuan Chiu is the first ever female Asian
bassist to have won a contract position (Akademie 2020-22) with the
renowned Frankfurt Radio Symphony Orchestra in Germany. While
performing as an orchestral player, Chiu also received her Solo-Kon-
zertexamen degree with Distinction from Hochschule fiir Musik Saar
in 2021. In 2017, Chiu graduated from The Juilliard School in New
York with a Bachelor of Music degree and two years later a Master
of Music degree as a proud recipient of Kovner Fellowship. She was
a two-time Aspen Music Festival Bass Fellow and was the principal
bass with Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival Orchestra and Taiwan
Connection Chamber Orchestra. Chiu is currently the adjunct assis-
tant professor at National Kaohsiung Normal University and the prin-
cipal bassist with One Song Orchestra in Taipei, Taiwan.
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Mei-Ling Chien | piano

Chien graduated from the Music Class of the Affiliated Senior High
School of the National Taiwan Normal University. She was recom-
mended for admission to the Department of Music, National Institute
of the Arts (now Taipei National University of the Arts). She studied at
the Cologne Conservatory of Music, received her Artist Diploma with
Distinction and her Performance Diploma (Konzertexamen). Currently,
she teaches at the Department of Music, Taipei National University
of the Arts.
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Chia-Hsuan Tsai | harpsichord

Taiwan renown harpsichordist Chia-Hsuan Tsia, whose solo harpsi-
chord album “Through the Ages” (2017, ArchiMusic) received the best
classical/contemporary music album award by the 29th The Golden
Melody Awards for Traditional Arts and Music. Ms. Tsai studied harp-
sichord with Prof. Mitzi Meyerson at University of Art Berlin and Prof.
Tobias Schade at University of Music and Theatre ,,Felix Mendelssohn
Bartholdy* Leipzig. Tsai is the winner of 16 Grand Prize Competition
of Konzertgesellschaft Miinchen in 2003. Her concert recordings were
played on Radio Kultur Berlin and Bayerischer Rundfunk. She is now
the Artistic Director of Barock Ensemble Taipei.
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The "Swiss Music Night" in Taiwan is a concert-series founded by taiwanese
cellist Pi-Chin Chien and Swiss composer Fabian Mdiller in collaboration with
the Trade Office of Swiss Industries TOSI in Taipei in 2013 and is realized with
partners in Taiwan to foster the cultural exchange between the countries. We
hope to enable with the experience of this collaborations a positive effect to the
perception and the knowledge of the musical activities in both countries, and as
well foster further collaborations.
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After a program change the ,,Swiss Music Night*“ 2022 featured a program with
the focus on great musical moments reflecting the element water in music and
enables on the same time a wonderful encounter of internationally celebrated
Swiss and Taiwanese musicians. The ,,Swiss Music Night* 2022 performers in-
cloud Taiwanese-Swiss cellist Pi-Chin Chien and Taiwanese cellist Chu-Chuan
Liu and pianist Chun-Chieh Yen. On 6 October, a charity event for the disabled
people of "Active Kitchen" was held in Hualien.
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At home all over the world, Sir Yehudi Menuhin had a particularly warm relation-
ship with Switzerland. The ,,Swiss Music Night“ 2020 was a homage to this great
musician of the 20th century and is all about works with a strong connection to
Switzerland. The ,Swiss Music Night“ 2022 performers incloud Taiwanese vio-

linist Ming-Feng Hsin and pianist Hsing-Chwen Hsin and Taiwanese-Swiss cellist
Pi-Chin Chien.
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The ,,Swiss Music Night“ 2019 presents «Sound of Switzerland» Vol. 2 It was a
fascinating musical journey throughout varied styles of Swiss Folk music and the
presentation of a 100-years musical friendship between Switzerland and Japan.
In this concert the distinguished Folk musicians from Switzerland «Appenzeller
Echo» and Fabian Muller met the celebrated Japanese Yodel-singer Keiko Ito
with her band «Amsle Quantett» .
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The ,,Swiss Music Night“ 2018 - 5th edition «Sound of Switzerland» Vol. 1 was
presenting a musical tour throughout the varied landscapes of Switzerland - with
Switzerland’s most distinguished representatives of traditional Swiss Folk mu-
sic Nadja Rass, Andreas Gabriel, Markus Flickiger, Bernhard Betschart, Nicolas
Senn , Primin Huber and Fabian Miiller, the program follow musically the ,,Grand
Tour of Switzerland“ with traditional and new Folk music.
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The ,,Swiss Music Night“ 2017 was presenting internationally acclaimed Swiss
cellists Thomas Grossenbacher, David Riniker, Yves Savary and Pi-Chin Chien in
collaboration with the Symphony Orchestra of the Tainan National University of
Arts.
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In 2016 the Swiss Music Night was collaborating for the first time with large
orchestra, the National Taiwan Symphony Orchestra NTSO. It presented interna-
tionally known Swiss and Taiwanese Soloists playing the masterpiece “Episodes
Concertante®, a triple-concerto for violin, cello, piano and orchestra by late-ro-
mantic Swiss composer Paul Juon. The National Taiwan Symphony Orchestra
NTSO was under the guidance of highly distinguished Swiss conductor Kaspar
Zehnder. The soloists were Willi Zimmermann, violin, Pi-Chin Chien, cello and
Pi-Hsien Chen, piano.

201553H26-28H 2015F44h 2RI (KARKREE] BEE , BEEhLIIER
MEEEFFZHZR A LEE] (The Zurich Ensemble) , IREILEIZRELLEE. SHEARY
EXhEY | WAt IEZFabian MillerR/EHsE2RENFFHFEE.
EHESIEE oG WEENZESIMEEEEREA.

The 2015 edition was focusing on a unique concert experience, introducing the
highly acclaimed Swiss chamber music group the «Zurich Ensemble» consisting
of four leading and internationally well-known Swiss musicians. (Fabio Di Casola,
clarinet, Kamilla Schatz, violin, Pi-Chin Chien, cello, Benjamin Engeli, piano.) To
underline the cultural bridge between Switzerland and Taiwan, an attraction of the
Swiss Music Night 2015 was a commissioned work and world premiere of highly
distinguished composer Huang-Long Pan (Taiwan). It was a collaboration with
Asia Music and Arts (AMA).
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Founded in collaboration with the Trade Office of Swiss Industries TOSI in Taipei,
the very well received first Swiss Music Night took place in the National Concert
Hall in Taipei in November 2013. The Academy of Taiwan Strings with cellist Pi-
Chin Chien was featuring a music program with composers, who were inspired
by the nature and the landscapes of Switzerland.
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